




HOW ANDMAN AND NICOBAR 

ISLANDS (ANI) IS IMPORTANT 

STRATEGICALLY ?

Most Important Essay Topics



4

❖Why this topic

❖About Andaman and Nicobar Islands (ANI) 
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❖Initiatives taken in ANI
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In the last few years, the Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands (ANI) have gained an important position in 
India’s foreign policy.
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About Andaman and Nicobar Islands
(ANI)

• The ANI are two groups of islands:
Andaman Islands and the Nicobar Islands,
covering an area of 8,249 sq km.

• The entire island chain consists of 836
islands including islets and rocky outcrops,
of which some 38 are permanently
inhabited.
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• The islands are governed as a single
Union Territory by the Central
Government of India, through the
Andaman Nicobar Administration.
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The ANI are also home to India’s only integrated tri-service 
command of the armed forces—the Andaman and Nicobar 
Command (ANC) for maritime surveillance and enhancing 
India’s strategic presence in the eastern Indian Ocean.
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Strategic importance of 
ANI

• Securing SLOC: These islands act as a 
physical barrier that secures busy Sea 
Lines of Communications (SLOC) by 
creating a series of chokepoints: The 
Preparis Channel in the north, the Ten 
Degree Channel between the Andaman 
and Nicobar Island groups and the Six 
Degree Channel to the south.
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o While the first two sea lanes are used 
infrequently by commercial shipping, 
all vessels that pass through the 
Malacca Strait must traverse the Six 
Degree Channel. 

For instance, the channel acts as 
primary conduit for India-ASEAN trade 
($ 78 billion in 2021). 
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• Countering increasing Chinese 
presence: 

China’s efforts to expand its footprint in 
the IOR to overcome its ‘Malacca 
Dilemma’ (China’s fear of a maritime 
blockade at the Straits of Malacca’) 
and fulfil its ‘Maritime Silk Road’ 
ambitions have fueled apprehensions 
about freedom of navigation in these 
waters. 
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o By gaining ground at critical 
chokepoints, China could use them to 
its benefit during any future conflict or 
a standoff with India. 
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• Connection with Southeast Asia:

Containing about 30 percent of India’s 
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ), ANI 
connects South Asia with Southeast 
Asia.

The northernmost point of this 
archipelago is merely 22 nautical miles 
from Myanmar and the southernmost 
point, Indira Point, is only 90 nautical 
miles from Indonesia. 
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• Important fulcrum of Indo-pacific: 

The ANI are at the intersection of the 
Indian Ocean and the South China Sea, 
and further to the Pacific Ocean, an 
important fulcrum of the strategic 
concept of the Indo-Pacific.
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Challenges in ANI’s strategic 
development 
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• Inadequate attention to strategic 
importance of ANI: 

A section of India’s foreign policy 
community has argued against turning 
the islands into a strategic-military hub, 
on the grounds that it wouldn’t sit well 
with Southeast Asian countries, who 
perceive India to be benevolent and 
benign power.
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• Slow pace of development: 

Internet connectivity, even at the naval base in 
the capital Port Blair, is reported to be erratic.

Road building, airstrip construction, and even 
the building of jetties has been slow or non-
existent.
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• Ecological Fragility: 

Establishing a credible Aerial and 
Naval presence in this ecologically 
fragile and ethnographically extremely 
sensitive region presents complex 
challenges. 
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The governance parameters were regulated under a protectionist regime to 
ensure the preservation of natural resources. 

o The state machinery was also designed in a way that imposes structural 
limitations on development projects. 

o These were further sustained by environmentalists, anthropologists and 
social scientists and backed by the Supreme Court, which favoured
environmental conservation in its judgements regarding the islands.
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• Other challenges: 

o The absence of a human presence on hundreds of these islands 
has made them vulnerable to narcotics smuggling, intrusion by 
foreign vessels, and other incursions. 

o Heavy rainfall restricts building activity to six months a year and 
the distance from mainland adds to the cost of construction as all 
material must be shipped to the islands. 
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o Few companies are willing to work on the islands because of the distance and 
cost. 

For some materials, importing from Indonesia would be far cheaper and more 
cost effective than sending shipments from the Indian mainland. 
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Initiatives taken in ANI

• Maritime hub:

•In 2015, the government announced a INR
100,000-million plan to develop the islands
into the country’s first maritime hub.

•It aims to develop facilities, such as
telecommunications, electricity, and water
which will help in building and expanding
strategic capabilities.
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Initiatives taken in ANI

• Declining protectionism:

In 2019, a new Island Coastal Regulation Zone
Notification was promulgated, allowing land
reclamation for ports, harbours and jetties.

This is expected to usher in luxury tourism in
Smith, Aves and Long Islands, and water
aerodromes in Neil and Havelock islands.
Allowing such projects will help in creating
strategic infrastructure.
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Initiatives taken in ANI

• Maritime exercises:

ANC conducts joint maritime exercises such as the
Singapore India Maritime Bilateral Exercise and
Coordinated Patrols with Myanmar, Thailand and
Indonesia.

It also conducts MILAN, a biennial multilateral naval
exercise, to build friendship across the seas.

o Twenty countries participated in the 2018 MILAN
edition, making it the largest naval exercise in the
Andaman Sea
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Initiatives taken in ANI

•Expanding naval presence:

Following the Ladakh stand-off with China in May
2020, India is expediting plans for stationing additional
forces, warships, aircraft, and missile batteries in the
ANI.

There have also been reports of naval air stations INS
BAAZ and INS KOHASSA expanding their support
operations.
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Road Ahead 

• Encouraging migration: 

There is a need to consider 
encouraging migration from the 
mainland and open up some of 
the strategically located 
uninhabited islands to tourism.

That would give India a stronger 
physical footprint and would 
help the country track the 
movement of vessels and people
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• Strategic infrastructure: 

In a bid to emphasise its regional pre-eminence, the Indian Navy in recent 
times has raised the tempo of naval operations in the Bay of Bengal. 

Reinforcing strategic infrastructure on the islands is a way of highlighting India’s 
combat prowess. 
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• Cooperation with strategic partners: Port visits by US, Japan, Australia, 
France or the UK can lead to further graded cooperation in all the 
dimensions in the ANI between India and its key strategic partners. 

• Engagement with ASEAN: There lies an opportunity to make ANI an 
important element of “Act East Policy” of engaging with countries in the 
region east of India.
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❖ WHAT ARE CAPFs
❖ About Border Security Force (BSF)
❖ Jurisdiction Enhancement of BSF
❖ Jurisdictional Limitation under the Border Security Force Act, 1968
❖ What is in the latest order?
❖ What is actually means?
❖ Issues Involved
❖ Constitutional Viewpoint on Deployment of Armed forces in States
❖ Sanctions behind such powers
❖ Why has the government extended the jurisdiction?
❖ Impact on State Police jurisdiction
❖ Punjab Government moves Supreme Court over more powers to BSF
❖ Way Forward
❖ Conclusion

Points to be covered
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▪ Border Security Force plays a vital role in protecting the 
sovereignty and integrity of the nation.
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WHAT ARE CAPFs
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➢ Central Armed Police Forces are organised with the primary role of 

border guarding for BSF, ITBP, SSB

➢ Security of sensitive establishments by CISF

➢ Assisting Police to tackle Law & Order, Counter-Terrorist Operations, 

Counter Naxal Operations by CRPF,

➢ Apart from the primary role, all CAPFs are involved in assisting Police 

in Law & Order situations and also Army in Counter-Terrorist 

Operations. 

➢ BSF & CRPF have assisted the army during external aggression in 

the past. 
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About Border Security Force (BSF)



The Border Security Force (BSF) was raised in the
wake of the 1965 War on 1 December 1965 for
ensuring the security of the borders of India and for
matters connected therewith.



42

The BSF is India’s border guarding organization on
its border with Pakistan and Bangladesh.

•It is one of the seven Central Armed Police Forces of
the Union of India under the administrative control of
the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA).

• Assam Rifles (AR)
• Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP)
• Central Industrial Security Force (CISF)
• Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF)
• National Security Guards (NSG)
• Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB)
• Other Central Armed Police Forces are:
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•Deployment: The 2.65-lakh force is
deployed along the Pakistan and
Bangladesh borders.

• It is deployed on Indo-Pakistan
International Border, Indo-
Bangladesh International Border,
Line of Control (LoC) along with
Indian Army and in Anti-Naxal
Operations.
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•It contributes dedicated services to the UN
peacekeeping Mission by sending a large
contingent of its trained manpower every year.

•It has been termed as the First Line of Defence
of Indian Territories.

•The BSF has its own cadre of officers but its
head, designated as a Director-General
(DG), since its raising has been an officer from
the Indian Police Service (IPS).
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•Units: It has an air wing, marine wing, an
artillery regiment, and commando units.

• BSF has been defending Sir Creek in
Arabian Sea and Sundarban delta in
the Bay of Bengal with its state of art
fleet of Water Crafts.

• BSF has an instrumental role in
helping state administration
in maintaining Law and Order and
conducting peaceful elections.

• BSF has been crusading against
natural calamity to save precious
human lives as and when warranted.



46



47

Jurisdiction Enhancement of BSF

Recently, the Ministry of Home Affairs has issued a notification to widen the 
jurisdiction of Border Security Force (BSF) for seizure, search and arrest up 
to 50km from the international border in Assam, West Bengal and Punjab.

As stated by Sir Ivor Jennings, “India has a federation 
with a strong centralising tendency”.
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Jurisdictional Limitation under the Border
Security Force Act, 1968

•A notification issued in 2014 had outlined
BSF's jurisdiction as the whole of the area
comprised in the States of Manipur,
Mizoram, Tripura, Nagaland and
Meghalaya and so much of the area
comprised within a belt of:

• 80 kilometres in the State of Gujarat
• 50 kilometres in the State of

Rajasthan
• 15 kilometres in the States of Punjab,

West Bengal and Assam, running
along the borders of India



49

✓ What is in the latest order?
•This notification replaces a 2014 order under the Border Security Force Act
of 1968, which also covered the States of Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura,
Nagaland and Meghalaya

•The 2021 notification amends the 2014 notification and extends the
jurisdiction of the BSF up to 50 km inside the international borders in Punjab,
West Bengal and Assam. Earlier, the BSF's powers were limited to up to 15
km in these states.

•The jurisdictional limit with respect to the state of Gujarat has been reduced
from 80kms to 50 kms.
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What is actually means?
•As per the new notification, BSF officers will be
able to conduct arrests and searches in West
Bengal, Punjab, and Assam. BSF has got the right
to take this action under:

• The Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC),
•

• The Passport Act 1967, and

• The Passport (Entry to India) Act 1920.
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•The new notification also empowers an officer of
the rank corresponding to that of the lowest ranking
member of the BSF, under the CrPC, to exercise and
discharge the powers and duties without an order
from a Magistrate, and without a warrant.
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Issues Involved

•Public Order vs Security of State: Public order, which connotes public
peace, safety and tranquility, is primarily the responsibility of a State
Government (Entry 1, State list).

• However, when there is a serious public disorder which threatens
the security or defence of the State or of the country itself (entry 1
of Union list), the situation becomes a matter of concern for the
Union Government also.



53

•Weakening Spirit of Federalism: Without
obtaining the concurrence of the state
government, the notification amounts to
encroachment on the powers of the states.

• The Punjab Government has asserted
that this notification is Centre’s
encroachment under the guise of
security or development.

•Affecting Functioning of BSF: Policing in the
hinterland is not the role of a border guarding
force, rather it would weaken the capacity of
the Border Security Force in discharging its
primary duty of guarding the international
border.
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Constitutional Viewpoint on Deployment of Armed
forces in States

•Under Article 355, the Centre can deploy
its forces to protect a state
against “external aggression and internal
disturbance,” even when the state
concerned does not requisition the
Centre’s assistance and is reluctant to
receive central forces.
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Constitutional Viewpoint on Deployment of Armed
forces in States

•In the case of a state’s opposition to the
deployment of armed forces of the Union,
the right course for the Centre is to first
issue directives under Article 355 to the
state concerned.

•In the event of the state not complying
with the directive of the Central
government, the Centre can take further
action under Article 356 (President’s Rule).
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Sanctions behind such powers

•Scarcely populated borders: At that time,
border areas were sparsely populated and
there were hardly any police stations for
miles.

•Trans-border crimes: To prevent trans-border
crimes, it was felt necessary that BSF be given
powers to arrest.

•Manpower crunch: While police stations have
now come up near the border, they continue to
be short-staffed.
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•Uniformity &
Efficiency: The move is to
bring in uniformity and also
to increase operational
efficiency.

•Quick Response: BSF often
gets information relating to
crime scenes that may be
out of their jurisdiction. It is
done to make the response
swift and effective in such
cases.

Why has the government extended the jurisdiction?
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•Increasing Incidents on Borders: The
move was also necessitated due to
increasing instances of drones dropping
weapons and drugs in Jammu and Kashmir
and Punjab.
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Impact on State Police jurisdiction

•This move will complement the efforts of the local police. Thus, it is an
enabling provision.

•It’s not that the local police can’t act within the jurisdiction of the BSF.

•The state police have better knowledge of the ground. Hence BSF and
local Police can act in cooperation.



60

Punjab Government moves 
Supreme Court over more 
powers to BSF
In its original suit filed under Article 131 of 
the Constitution, the Charanjit Singh Channi-led 
Congress government said, 

“Punjab is a small state, but has a very potent 
history and, therefore, its case and concerns are 
distinguishable and no reason can justify the 
extension of jurisdiction (of the BSF) to the belt 
of 50 km.”

It termed the MHA’s decision a “unilateral 
declaration” without consulting the state 
and without conducting any consultative 
process.
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Way Forward

•Consent of State is Desirable: Given the security condition in India's 
neighbourhood, the existing relationship between the Union armed 
forces and the State civil authorities do not require any change.

• However, before the Union Government deploys its armed forces, it 
is desirable that the State Government should be consulted, 
wherever feasible.
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•State Becoming Self-Reliant: Each State Government may work out, 
in consultation with the Union Government, short term and long-term 
arrangements for strengthening its Armed Police.

• The objective will be to become largely self-reliant in the matter 
of Armed Police so that the assistance of the Union armed forces 
will be necessary only in cases of very severe disturbances.

•Police Reforms: It is high time for carrying out much needed Police 
reforms as highlighted by various committees and judgment.

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/police-reforms-1
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Conclusion
This amendment is a welcome step as it will bring in uniformity for
BSF’s operations in the border state.

Not only uniformity, it will also enable improved operational
effectiveness in curbing trans-border crimes.
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❑ How Caste System Impedes Economic Growth and 
Development?

❑Why India Lagged in Economic Transformation?
❑What are Initiatives Taken to Eliminate Discrimination and 

Promote Transformation?
❑ Path forward?
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India has been in a phase of jobless growth for at least two decades
now, coupled with rising poverty and discontent in rural areas.

One of the biggest challenges India is facing today is

“How to generate a pattern of growth

that produces jobs and inclusive development in the way most of the
East Asian countries have done?”.

https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/paper3/inclusive-growth-1
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The most suitable answer to this question
would be:

Inclusion of all the castes in the economic
growth of the country.
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How Caste System 

Impedes 

Economic Growth and Development?

कैसे जाति व्यवस्था बाधा उत्पन्न आर्थिक 
ववकास और ववकास?



70

General Biasedness:

•Caste, through its rigid social control and 
networks facilitates economic mobility for some 
and erects barriers for others by mounting 
disadvantages on them.

•(जाति, अपने कठोर सामाजजक तनयंत्रण और नेटवकि  
के माध्यम से कुछ के लिए आर्थिक गतिशीििा की 
सवुवधा प्रदान करिी है और दसूरों पर बढ़िे नुकसान 
के लिए बाधाओं को खडी करिी है।)

•It also shapes the ownership pattern of land and 
capital and simultaneously regulates access to 
political, social, and economic capital too.
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Land Ownership & Productivity:

•British Rule:
• India has one of the highest land inequalities

in the world today.
• This unequal distribution of land was 

perpetuated by British Colonial intervention, 
which legalised a traditional disparity.

•Land reform that took place after India’s 
independence largely excluded Dalits and lower 
castes.

• It emboldened and empowered mainly 
intermediate castes at the expense of others in 
rural India.
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•Green Revolution:

• The Green Revolution that brought 
changes in the farm sector did not alter 
land inequality as it was mostly achieved 
through technological intervention.

• The castes that were associated with this 
land pattern and benefited from the Green 
Revolution tightened their social control 
over others in rural India.

https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/paper3/green-revolution-1
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•Neglect of Education:

• The Indian education system has been suffering from an elite bias since 
colonial times.

• British colonialists educated tiny groups of elites, largely from upper 
castes, for their own administrative purpose.

• Although the Indian Constitution guaranteed free and compulsory 
education under its directive principles, it was hardly translated into 
practice. Instead, attention was given to higher education for the elites.

• Inequality in access to education got translated into inequality in other 
economic domains including wage differentials in India.

https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/Paper2/directive-principles-of-state-policy-dpsp
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•Barrier to entrepreneurship:

Castes that were already in control of trading 
and industrial spaces resisted the entry of 
others.
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Why India Lagged in Economic Transformation?
(भारि आर्थिक पररवििन में क्यों वपछड गया? )

•The Three Parameters:

•The divergent outcomes in structural transformation between countries in 
the global South, particularly India, China and SouthEast Asia, is due to their 
focus on

“Land Equity”, 

“Access to Education” and 

“Access to Entrepreneurship”.
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•British Colonial Intervention:

• The biggest challenge India as a nation faced was intervention by 
Britishers which amplified caste based and racial differences.

• This intervention is one of the major factors why Indian couldn’t 
cope up with the pace of economic transformation when compared 
to its neighbours.
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What are Initiatives Taken to Eliminate Discrimination and 
Promote Transformation?

•Constitutional Provisions:Prohibition of Discrimination:

• Article 15 of the Constitution of India states that

• The State shall not discriminate against any 
citizen on grounds only of religion, race, caste, 
sex, place of birth or any of them.

https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/Paper2/fundamental-rights-part-1
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•Equality of Opportunity:

• Article 16 of the Constitution of India states that:

• There shall be equality of opportunity for all citizens in 
matters of employment under the State.

• No citizen shall, on grounds only of religion, race, caste, sex, 
descent, place of birth or any of them, be ineligible for any 
office under the State.

https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/Paper2/fundamental-rights-part-1
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•Compulsory Education:

• Article 21A of the Constitution of India states that:

• The State shall provide free and compulsory education to all 
children of the age of six to fourteen years in such manner as 
the State may, by law, determine.

•Land Reforms:

• Land Ceiling:

• The laws set a limit on how much land an individual or 
corporation could hold, also known as a land 'ceiling', and 
allowed the government to reapportion surplus land to the 
landless.

https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/Paper2/fundamental-rights-part-1
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•Human Development:

•Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY):

• It aims to mobilise youth to take up skill training with the aim of 
increasing productivity and aligning the training and certification to 
the needs of the country.

•SANKALP Scheme:

• Skills Acquisition and Knowledge Awareness for Livelihood 
(SANKALP) is an outcome-oriented programme of the Ministry of 
Skill Development & Entrepreneurship (MSDE) with a special 
focus on decentralised planning and quality improvement.

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/pradhan-mantri-kaushal-vikas-yojana-pmkvy
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/sankalp-scheme
https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/Paper2/year-end-review-2019-ministry-of-skill-development-and-entrepreneurship
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•Stand Up India Scheme:It was launched in April 2016 to promote 
entrepreneurship at the grass-root level focusing on economic 
empowerment and job creation.

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-news-analysis/stand-up-india-scheme
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Path forward?

•Learning from Neighbours:

• As success witnessed in China and other S.E Asian Countries, India 
should put more focus on areas of Human Development, Low End 
Jobs, Rural Development to support economic transformation.
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•Audit of Initiatives:

• An audit of the existing initiatives could be carried out at 
state level to ensure that the initiatives are efficiently 
providing the result for which they were launched.
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•Going Rural:

• Ground level survey of the Socio Economic needs of the backward 
classes at rural level would provide the real picture of their 
situation.

• It would enable the government to prepare an efficient blueprint 
for their welfare, which would contribute to the economy in a 
significant manner.
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Most Important Essay Topics



87

This editorial is based on “Justice, A Click Away” which was 
published in Indian Express on 28/05/2022. It talks about the 
need for bringing digital methods to deliver justice and the 
challenges associated with it.

Digitisation of Indian Judiciary - Need, Initiatives taken, 
Challenges associated

https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/technology-digital-system-speedy-justice-lawyers-court-system-law-judicial-records-cases-live-streaming-ecourts-covid-7940283/
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❑ The Advent of Technology in Judiciary
❑What Steps have the Courts Taken for Digitisation of 

Judiciary?
❑Why is Digitisation of Judiciary a Need?
❑What Challenges are being Faced in the Digitisation of 

Judiciary?
❑What Steps can be Taken to Promote the Digitisation of 

Judiciary?
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The Covid-19 restrictions provided a major
thrust to the digitisation of Indian courts.

The judiciary, led by the Supreme Court and the
High Courts, adopted e-filing for urgent
matters and conducted frequent hearings over
video conferencing.

https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-national-institutions/supreme-court-of-india
https://www.drishtiias.com/state-pcs-current-affairs/e-filing-started-in-the-state
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Digitization, for the Indian judiciary, presents a
golden opportunity to reduce the pendency of
a plethora of cases and preserve the decade-
old documents.

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/digital-justice-delivery
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The Advent of Technology in 
Judiciary
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What Steps have the Courts Taken for Digitisation of Judiciary?

•The Allahabad High Court is a guiding example in this regard.

• As the Chief Justice of Allahabad High Court (HC), Justice D Y 
Chandrachud conceptualised and initiated the project to digitise
approximately one crore case files in one year.
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•In 2018, the Supreme Court allowed the live-streaming of cases of 
constitutional and national importance on the basis of the judgement 
in Swapnil Tripathi vs Supreme Court Of India, 2018.

• The livestreaming of court proceedings is a step towards 
ensuring transparency and openness.

• The Gujarat HC in July 2021 became the first court in the 
country to livestream its proceedings.

• It was emulated by the HC of Karnataka, Odisha, Madhya 
Pradesh and Patna.
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•The latest Vision Document for Phase III of the e-Courts Project was 
introduced 

during the Covid-19 pandemic to address the judiciary’s digital 
deprivation.

Recently, the Law Minister has said that for implementing phase two 
of the eCourts project, there is a need to 

adopt new, cutting edge technologies of Machine Learning 
(ML) and Artificial Intelligence (AI) to increase the efficiency of the 
justice delivery system.

• To explore the use of AI in the judicial domain, the Supreme 
Court of India has constituted an Artificial Intelligence 
Committee.

https://www.drishtiias.com/pdf/1589836421-e-courts-3.pdf
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-news-analysis/rise-in-ai-adoption-in-india-amidst-pandemic
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/artificial-intelligence-in-judiciary#:~:text=About%3A,District%20Courts%20across%20the%20country.
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Why is Digitisation of
Judiciary a Need?

•Difficulty in Maintaining Physical Records: Not 
only a large space is required to store so many 
files, it is also quite difficult to manually preserve 
the decades-old documents.
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•Acquittal of Convicts: Another purpose is to 
ensure that these files are traceable 
electronically as and when required. The 
consequences of missing court records are 
grave.

• In many old cases, criminal records are 
found to go missing thereby leading to 
the acquittal of the accused.

• (कई पुराने मामिों में, आपरार्धक ररकॉर्ि 
गायब पाए जािे हैं, जजससे आरोपी बरी हो 
जािे हैं।)
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•Delays in Cases: The time consumed 
in summoning records from the lower 
courts to the appellate courts is one of the 
major factors that cause delays in cases.

•(तनचिी अदाििों से अपीिीय अदाििों के 
ररकॉर्ि को समन करने में िगने वािा समय उन 
प्रमखु कारकों में से एक है जो मामिों में देरी 
का कारण बनिे हैं। )
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What Challenges are being 
Faced in the Digitisation of 
Judiciary?

Connectivity Issues: Internet connectivity 
issues and the need for a well-equipped 
space where lawyers can conduct their 
cases are some of the major problems 
requiring attention.

• Lawyers in semi-urban and rural 
districts find online hearings 
challenging, mostly due to connectivity 
issues and an unfamiliarity with this 
way of working
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•Digital Literacy: Many judges, court staff 
and lawyers are not well-versed with digital 
technology and its benefits.

•Privacy Concerns: With increasing 
digitisation, especially of court 
records, privacy concerns are likely to be at 
the forefront of judicial and public 
deliberations in the coming years.
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•Hacking and Cybersecurity: On the top of 
technology, cyber-security will be a huge 
concern too. The government has initiated 
remedial steps to address this problem and 
formulated the Cyber Security Strategy.

• However, the practical and actual 
implementation of the same remains 
a challenge.
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What Steps can be Taken to Promote 
the Digitisation of Judiciary?
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What Steps can be Taken to 
Promote the Digitisation of 
Judiciary?

•Role of Judges and Lawyers: Political will and the 
support of judges and lawyers are necessary for the 
digitisation process to succeed.

• The need of the hour is for them to be made 
aware of the associated technologies and 
receive adequate training.

• Conducting training sessions to familiarise
the Judges with the e-courts framework and 
procedure can give a huge impetus to the 
successful running of e-courts.
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•Virtual Hearing in Certain Cases: Virtual 
hearings cannot be a substitute for physical 
court hearings in all cases.

• However, in certain categories of 
cases as identified by the court 
administration, virtual hearing should 
be made mandatory.



104

•Regulation of Technology Usage:

As the technology grows, concerns about 
data protection,
privacy, 
human rights and 
ethics 

will pose fresh challenges and hence, will 
require great self-regulation by developers 
of these technologies.
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•Training: The government must make dedicated efforts in 
the training of personnel to maintain all the e-data.

• These include maintaining proper records of e-file 
minute entries, notification, service, summons, 
warrants, bail orders, order copies, e-filing etc. for 
ready references.

• Creating awareness about e-courts and 
technologies in the judiciary through seminars can 
help bring to light the facilities and the ease that such 
initiatives can facilitate.
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Caste - A Barrier to Economic 
Transformation

Most Important Essay Topics
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❑ How Caste System Impedes Economic Growth and 
Development?

❑Why India Lagged in Economic Transformation?
❑What are Initiatives Taken to Eliminate Discrimination and 

Promote Transformation?
❑ Path forward?
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India has been in a phase of jobless growth for at least two decades
now, coupled with rising poverty and discontent in rural areas.

One of the biggest challenges India is facing today is

“How to generate a pattern of growth

that produces jobs and inclusive development in the way most of the
East Asian countries have done?”.

https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/paper3/inclusive-growth-1
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The most suitable answer to this question
would be:

Inclusion of all the castes in the economic
growth of the country.
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How Caste System 

Impedes 

Economic Growth and Development?

कैसे जाति व्यवस्था बाधा उत्पन्न आर्थिक 
ववकास और ववकास?



112

General Biasedness:

•Caste, through its rigid social control and 
networks facilitates economic mobility for some 
and erects barriers for others by mounting 
disadvantages on them.

•(जाति, अपने कठोर सामाजजक तनयंत्रण और नेटवकि  
के माध्यम से कुछ के लिए आर्थिक गतिशीििा की 
सवुवधा प्रदान करिी है और दसूरों पर बढ़िे नुकसान 
के लिए बाधाओं को खडी करिी है।)

•It also shapes the ownership pattern of land and 
capital and simultaneously regulates access to 
political, social, and economic capital too.
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Land Ownership & Productivity:

•British Rule:
• India has one of the highest land inequalities

in the world today.
• This unequal distribution of land was 

perpetuated by British Colonial intervention, 
which legalised a traditional disparity.

•Land reform that took place after India’s 
independence largely excluded Dalits and lower 
castes.

• It emboldened and empowered mainly 
intermediate castes at the expense of others in 
rural India.
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•Green Revolution:

• The Green Revolution that brought 
changes in the farm sector did not alter 
land inequality as it was mostly achieved 
through technological intervention.

• The castes that were associated with this 
land pattern and benefited from the Green 
Revolution tightened their social control 
over others in rural India.

https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/paper3/green-revolution-1
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•Neglect of Education:

• The Indian education system has been suffering from an elite bias since 
colonial times.

• British colonialists educated tiny groups of elites, largely from upper 
castes, for their own administrative purpose.

• Although the Indian Constitution guaranteed free and compulsory 
education under its directive principles, it was hardly translated into 
practice. Instead, attention was given to higher education for the elites.

• Inequality in access to education got translated into inequality in other 
economic domains including wage differentials in India.

https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/Paper2/directive-principles-of-state-policy-dpsp


116

•Barrier to entrepreneurship:

Castes that were already in control of trading 
and industrial spaces resisted the entry of 
others.
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Why India Lagged in Economic Transformation?
(भारि आर्थिक पररवििन में क्यों वपछड गया? )

•The Three Parameters:

•The divergent outcomes in structural transformation between countries in 
the global South, particularly India, China and SouthEast Asia, is due to their 
focus on

“Land Equity”, 

“Access to Education” and 

“Access to Entrepreneurship”.
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•British Colonial Intervention:

• The biggest challenge India as a nation faced was intervention by 
Britishers which amplified caste based and racial differences.

• This intervention is one of the major factors why Indian couldn’t 
cope up with the pace of economic transformation when compared 
to its neighbours.
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What are Initiatives Taken to Eliminate Discrimination and 
Promote Transformation?

•Constitutional Provisions:Prohibition of Discrimination:

• Article 15 of the Constitution of India states that

• The State shall not discriminate against any 
citizen on grounds only of religion, race, caste, 
sex, place of birth or any of them.

https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/Paper2/fundamental-rights-part-1
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•Equality of Opportunity:

• Article 16 of the Constitution of India states that:

• There shall be equality of opportunity for all citizens in 
matters of employment under the State.

• No citizen shall, on grounds only of religion, race, caste, sex, 
descent, place of birth or any of them, be ineligible for any 
office under the State.

https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/Paper2/fundamental-rights-part-1
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•Compulsory Education:

• Article 21A of the Constitution of India states that:

• The State shall provide free and compulsory education to all 
children of the age of six to fourteen years in such manner as 
the State may, by law, determine.

•Land Reforms:

• Land Ceiling:

• The laws set a limit on how much land an individual or 
corporation could hold, also known as a land 'ceiling', and 
allowed the government to reapportion surplus land to the 
landless.

https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/Paper2/fundamental-rights-part-1
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•Human Development:

•Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY):

• It aims to mobilise youth to take up skill training with the aim of 
increasing productivity and aligning the training and certification to 
the needs of the country.

•SANKALP Scheme:

• Skills Acquisition and Knowledge Awareness for Livelihood 
(SANKALP) is an outcome-oriented programme of the Ministry of 
Skill Development & Entrepreneurship (MSDE) with a special 
focus on decentralised planning and quality improvement.

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/pradhan-mantri-kaushal-vikas-yojana-pmkvy
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/sankalp-scheme
https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/Paper2/year-end-review-2019-ministry-of-skill-development-and-entrepreneurship
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•Stand Up India Scheme:It was launched in April 2016 to promote 
entrepreneurship at the grass-root level focusing on economic 
empowerment and job creation.

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-news-analysis/stand-up-india-scheme
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Path forward?

•Learning from Neighbours:

• As success witnessed in China and other S.E Asian Countries, India 
should put more focus on areas of Human Development, Low End 
Jobs, Rural Development to support economic transformation.
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•Audit of Initiatives:

• An audit of the existing initiatives could be carried out at 
state level to ensure that the initiatives are efficiently 
providing the result for which they were launched.
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•Going Rural:

• Ground level survey of the Socio Economic needs of the backward 
classes at rural level would provide the real picture of their 
situation.

• It would enable the government to prepare an efficient blueprint 
for their welfare, which would contribute to the economy in a 
significant manner.
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Crime Against Women

Most Important Essay Topics
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Points to be covered
❖ In News & PYQS 

❖ Violence against Women(About:United Nations)

❖ FORMS OF VIOLENCE(Domestic violence, Honor killings, Witchcraft accusations and 
related murders)

❖ FODDER POINTS VAW IN INDIA

❖ REASONS FOR RISE IN CRIME VIOLENCE

❖ Global Initiatives:
❖ Indian Initiatives:

❖ Existing Condition of Crimes

❖ FODDER POINTS

❖ WAY FORWARD
❖ CONCLUSION

https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-international-institution/united-nations-1
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Recently, the National Commission for Women (NCW) informed that there
was a rise of 46% in complaints of crimes against women in the first eight
months of 2021 over the corresponding period of last year.

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/rise-in-violence-against-women


•In October 2020, the Supreme Court said that crimes against women 
continued in a never-ending cycle in India.

https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-national-institutions/supreme-court-of-india
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/sc-on-crimes-and-violence-against-women
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Violence against Women:

About:
• The United Nations defines violence against 

women as "any act of gender-based violence that 
results in, or is likely to result in, physical, sexual, 
or mental harm or suffering to women, including 
threats of such acts, coercion or arbitrary 
deprivation of liberty, whether occurring in public 
or in private life.“

• Violence against women is a social, economic, 
developmental, legal, educational, human right, 
and health (physical and mental) issue.

https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-international-institution/united-nations-1
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• Since the outbreak of Covid-19, emerging data and reports from those 
on the front lines, have shown that all types of violence against women 
and girls, particularly domestic violence, has intensified.

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/comprehensive-action-plan-for-covid-19
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FODDER POINTS VAW IN INDIA

✓ The National Family Health Survey (NFHS-4) suggests that 30 percent 
women in India in the age group of 15-49 have experienced physical 
violence since the age of 15.

✓ The report further reveals that 6 percent women in the same age group 
have experienced sexual violence at least once in their lifetime.
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✓ As per World Health Organization (WHO) findings about 1 in 3 (35%) 
women worldwide have experienced either physical or sexual intimate 
partner violence or non-partner sexual violence in their lifetime.

✓ Violence against women – particularly intimate partner violence and 
sexual violence– is a major public health problem and a violation of 
women’s human rights.
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FORMS OF VIOLENCE
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They start with the practice of 

sex-selective abortion and infanticide, and continue through 
adolescent and adult life 

with high levels of female infant mortality, child marriage, teenage 
pregnancy, lesser wages for women, unsafe workplaces, domestic 
violence, maternal mortality, sexual assault and neglect of elderly 
women.



138

•Domestic violence

• Domestic violence is abuse by one partner 
against another in an intimate relationship 
such as dating, marriage, cohabitation or a 
familial relationship.

• It can be physical, emotional, verbal, 
economic and sexual abuse as well as subtle, 
coercive or violent.
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•Killings

• Female infanticide and sex-selective abortion
• Female infanticide is the elected killing of a newborn 

female child or the termination of a female fetus through 
sex-selective abortion.

• In India, there is incentive to have a son, because they offer 
security to the family in old age and are able to conduct 
rituals for deceased parents and ancestors.

• In contrast, daughters are considered to be a social and 
economic burden

• Dowry deaths
• A dowry death is the murder or suicide of a married 

woman caused by a dispute over her dowry.
• In some cases, husbands and in-laws will attempt to extort 

a greater dowry through continuous harassment and 
torture which sometimes results in the wife committing 
suicide.
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• Honor killings

• An honor killing is a murder of a family 
member who has been considered to have 
brought dishonour and shame upon the 
family.

• Examples of reasons for honor killings 
include the refusal to enter an arranged 
marriage, committing adultery, choosing a 
partner that the family disapproves of, and 
becoming a victim of rape.

• Village caste councils or khap panchayats in 
certain regions of India regularly pass death 
sentences for persons who do not follow 
their diktats on caste or gotra.
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• Witchcraft accusations and related 
murders

• Witchcraft is the practice of what 
the practitioner believes to be 
magical skills and abilities, and 
activities such as spells, 
incantations, and magical rituals.

• Murders of women accused of 
witchcraft still occur in 
India. Poor women, widows, and 
women from lower castes are 
most at risk of such killings.
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•Sexual Abuse/ Molestation/ Rape

• Rape is one of the most common crimes in 
India.

• According to the National Crime Records 
Bureau, one woman is raped every 20 
minutes in India.
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•Marital Crimes

• Marital rape
• In India, marital rape is not a criminal 

offense.
• India is one of fifty countries that have 

not yet outlawed marital rape.

• Forced Marriage

• Girls are vulnerable to being forced into 
marriage at young ages, suffering from a 
double vulnerability: both for being a 
child and for being female.

• Child brides often do not understand the 
meaning and responsibilities of marriage.
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•Harassment
• Harassment at the workplace

• The #MeToo movement is aimed at demonstrating 
how many women have survived sexual assault and 
harassment, especially in the workplace.

• Scores of women, many journalists, came out with 
accounts of sexual harassment at workplace, mostly 
comprising of indecent remarks, unwanted touches, 
demands for sex, and the dissemination of 
pornography.

• Online abuse

• As internet becomes an increasingly important part 
of human existence to make their voices heard, a 
woman’s inability to feel safe online is an 
impediment to her freedom.

• Women are regularly subject to online rape threats, 
online harassment, cyber-stalking, blackmail, 
trolling, slut-shaming and more.
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REASONS FOR RISE IN CRIME VIOLENCE
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•Access to resources and systems of support

• Low socio economic status, poverty, and unemployment

• Lack of social connections

• Alcohol and substance abuse

• Separation and other situational factors
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•No fear of law:

Various laws like Sexual harassment at 
workplace, Vishakha guidelines are in place.

Unfortunately, these laws have failed to protect women 
and punish the culprits. 

Even law has a lot of loopholes. 

For example, under Sexual harassment at workplace act, 
the law states that there has to be an annual report that 
needs to be filed by companies, but there is no clarity 
with the format or filing procedure.
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•Lack of accountability and conviction:

•Lack of accountability of the law and order institutions and lack of conviction 
of culprit lead to increase in crimes against women. 

•A lack of centralised mechanism to collect data on women harassment, 
makes it difficult to analyse patterns on harassment that women face leading 
to poor law implementation.
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•Patriarchy:

•Despite the increased education levels and various 
government efforts like Beto Bachao Beti Padao, 
women status has not improved much. 

•People are not shedding their patriarchal mind-set. 
Honour killing, domestic violence are on rise due to 
increasing women’s voices that is challenging 
patriarchal mind-set.
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•Police failure:

•Indifferent attitude of Police leads people to take law in their own 
hands. 

•Police delays and inability to catch the criminals lead to more crime 
against women. 

•The state police attitude is not good in implementing laws against 
sexual crime. Many cases of misbehave with women by police have 
been reported.
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•A lack of public safety:

•Women generally aren’t protected outside their homes. 

•Many streets are poorly lit, and there’s lack of women’s toilets. 
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•A sluggish judicial system: India’s court system is painfully slow, because 
of a shortage of judges. 

•The country has about 15 judges for every 1 million people. 

•This leads to delay in justice. 

•The Indian justice system has failed to investigate, prosecute, and punish 
the perpetrators and failed to provide effective redressal for victims.
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Global Initiatives:
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• The Spotlight Initiative: The European Union (EU) and the United 
Nations (UN) have embarked on a new, global, multi-year initiative 
focused on eliminating all forms of Violence Against Women and Girls 
(VAWG).

https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-international-institution/european-union
https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-international-institution/united-nations-1
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• International Day for the Elimination of Violence against 
Women-25th November.

• UN Women is the United Nations entity dedicated to gender 
equality and the empowerment of women.

https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-international-institution/united-nations-1
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Indian Initiatives:
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• Constitutional Safeguards:

• Fundamental Rights:

• It guarantees all Indians the right to equality (Article 14), no 
discrimination by the State on the basis of gender (Article 
15(1)) and special provisions to be made by the State in favour
of women (Article 15(3)).

• Fundamental Duties:

• It ensures that practices derogatory to the dignity of women are 
prohibited under Article 51 (A).

https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/Paper2/fundamental-rights-part-1
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/fundamental-duties
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• Legislative Framework:

• Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005
• The Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961
• The Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace 

(Prevention, Prohibition, and Redressal) Act, 2013
• The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences 

(POCSO), 2012

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/change-in-the-provision-of-the-domestic-violence-act
https://www.drishtiias.com/current-affairs-news-analysis-editorials/news-editorials/05-12-2019#:~:text=The%20Dowry%20Prohibition%20Act%2C%201961,at%20their%20place%20of%20work.
https://www.drishtiias.com/be-mains-ready-daily-answer-writing-practice-question/papers/2020/bmr-be-mains-ready-safety-of-women-implications-some-major-legal-initiatives-taken#:~:text=The%20Sexual%20Harassment%20of%20Women,it%20in%20public%20or%20private.
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/section-29-of-the-pocso-act
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WAY FORWARD
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•Prevention instead of punishment: More focus should be stressed upon 
how to prevent these heinous crimes. Conversations on this issue need 
to happen not just after commission of such heinous crimes but even 
without them, so that these very crimes can be prevented.

•Encouraging the police: Incentivising and rewarding the good cops for 
performing their duties responsibly, ensuring justice to the victims & the 
ones that do not do their duty should be shamed & punished under IPC 
section 166a.
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•Lesser but fairly implemented Laws: It is better to have fewer laws that are 
implemented faithfully, than to have more laws implemented very loosely.

•Empowering the victim: Victim or likely victim needs to be empowered, 
rape in most cases is a display of power and less about sex/caste/religion.

•Improving the investigative infrastructure: Strengthening the police system 
& it's forensic apparatus. Every district needs to have an easily accessible & 
competent forensic lab.

•Educating children: Teaching children about gender equality and making 
sure they know that women are equal to men & deserve equal respect.
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•Role of parents: Parents need to take the responsibility of their children 
and should learn and teach their children that these crimes don't have 
apologies.

•At practical level: We should focus on steps at practical level to ensure 
that fewer crimes are committed, For eg:

• More patrolling

• More street lights

• Creating safer street culture by ensuring lesser streets are deserted



163

Conclusion

A holistic approach & changing the entire ecosystem is what is required

All the stakeholders need to get their act together, including Law makers, 
police officers, forensic dept, prosecutors, judiciary, medical & health dept, 
NGOs, rehabilitation centers.
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Chemical Weapons and 
Biological Weapons Warfare

Most Important Essay Topics
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❖Why in news
❖What are Chemical Weapons?
❖Types of Chemical Agents
❖Related Initiatives:  India’s:
❖Global:
❖What is the Chemical Weapons Convention?
❖What is a Biological Weapon?
❖What is the Deadliest Biological weapon?
❖Related Initiatives:
❖What is the Biological Weapons Convention?
❖Convention Prohibits

Points to be covered
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Recently, the US said that Russia could be planning a chemical
or biological weapon attack in Ukraine.

•Earlier, Russian claimed that the US had chemical and 
biological weapons labs in Ukraine, which was denied by the 
US.
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What are Chemical Weapons?

•About:

• A Chemical Weapon is a chemical used to cause intentional death or 
harm through its toxic properties.

• Devices and other equipment specifically designed to weaponize 
toxic chemicals also fall under the definition of chemical weapons.



Types of Chemical Agents
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Riot Control Agents

Riot control agents are intended to temporarily 
incapacitate a person by causing irritation to 
the eyes, mouth, throat, lungs, and skin.

Riot control agents, such as tear gas, are 
considered CWs if used as a method of 
warfare.

States can legitimately possess riot control 
agents and use them for domestic law 
enforcement purposes, but states that are 
members of the CWC must declare what type 
of riot agents they possess.

Examples: Tear Gas and Pepper Spray.
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•Blood Agents

• These agents mainly inhibit the
ability of cells to use oxygen,
effectively causing the body to
suffocate.

• Some blood agents may also
affect the ability of blood cells to
transfer oxygen.

• Blood agents are distributed via
the blood and generally enter the
body through inhalation.

• Examples: Hydrogen cyanide,
Cyanogen chloride and Arsine.
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Related Initiatives:  India’s:
• The Chemical Weapons Convention Act, 2000 was passed to 

implement the Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC).

• It provided for the establishment of a National Authority for 
Chemical Weapons Convention or NACWC. 

• This institution, formed in 2005, is the chief liaison between the 
government of India and the Organization for the Prohibition of 
Chemical Weapons (OPCW).
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•Global:

• Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions (Hazardous 
Chemicals and Wastes):

• The Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions 
are multilateral environmental agreements, which share the 
common objective of protecting human health and the 
environment from hazardous chemicals and wastes.

• The Australia Group (AG) is an informal forum of countries 
which, through the harmonisation of export controls, seeks to 
ensure that exports do not contribute to the development of 
chemical or biological weapons.
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What is the Chemical Weapons Convention?
•About:

• It is a multilateral treaty banning chemical weapons and requiring their destruction 
within the stipulated time.

• Negotiations for the CWC began in 1980 at the United Nations Conference on 
Disarmament.

• The convention was drafted in September 1992 and opened for signature in January 
1993. It became effective from April 1997.

• It makes it mandatory to destroy old and abandoned chemical weapons.
• Members should also declare the riot-control agents (sometimes referred to as ‘tear 

gas’) in possession of them.

• Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons is an international 
organization established by the CWC in 1997 to implement and enforce the terms of 
the CWC.

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/pledge-to-stop-nuclear-proliferation-permanent-five-of-unsc
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/chemical-weapons-convention
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•Members:
• It has 192 state parties and 165 signatories.
• India is a signatory of the convention.

•Convention Prohibits:
• The development, production, acquisition, 

stockpiling, or retention of chemical weapons.
• Transferring of chemical weapons.
• Using chemical weapons.
• Assisting other States to indulge in activities that are 

prohibited by the CWC.
• Using riot-control devices as ‘warfare methods’.
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What is a Biological Weapon?
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•About:

• Biological weapons use microbiological agents (such as 
bacteria, viruses or fungi) or toxins to intentionally cause 
death or harm to humans, animals, or plants.

•About:

• Biological weapons use microbiological agents (such as 
bacteria, viruses or fungi) or toxins to intentionally cause 
death or harm to humans, animals, or plants.
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What is the Deadliest Biological weapon?
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Anthrax

Anthrax was caused by bacteria named Bacillus Anthracis.

It is one of the deadliest agents to be used as a biological weapon.

It has been used with food, water, spray, powders. It is completely
tasteless and odourless.
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Botulinum Toxin

It is caused by naturally found bacteria named Clostridium
Botulinum.

It can be used by contaminating food and water.

It was known to be used by Japan on Prisoners of War (POW)
during the occupation of Manchuria.
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Aflatoxin

Iraq had produced and deployed different weapons armed with
Aflatoxin.

It was noted by the United Nations Special Commission
(UNSCOM) in 1995.

However, it was destroyed during the Gulf War.



184

•Related Initiatives:

• The 1950 Geneva Protocol banned the use of biological weapons in 
war.

• India ratified the Geneva Convention in 1950.

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-news-analysis/geneva-conventions
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What is the Biological Weapons Convention?

•About:

• It is a key element in the international community’s efforts to 
address Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD) proliferation and 
it has established a strong norm against biological weapons.

• WMD is a weapon with the capacity to inflict death and 
destruction on such a massive scale and so indiscriminately 
that its very presence in the hands of a hostile power can be 
considered a grievous threat.
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• Formally known as “The Convention on the Prohibition of the 
Development, Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriological 
(Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on their Destruction”, the 
Convention was negotiated by the Conference of the Committee 
on Disarmament in Geneva, Switzerland.

• It opened for signature on 10th April 1972 and entered into force 
on 26th March 1975.

• Members:183 States Parties and 4 Signatory States.
• India is a signatory of the convention
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•Convention Prohibits:

• It effectively prohibits the development, production, acquisition, 
transfer, stockpiling and use of biological and toxin weapons.

• It was the first multilateral disarmament treaty banning an entire 
category of Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD).



188

Impacts of Chemical and Biological Weapons, 

Initiatives related to Chemical and Biological Weapons



Crime Against Women

Most Important Essay Topics
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Points to be covered
❖ In News & PYQS 

❖ Violence against Women(About:United Nations)

❖ FORMS OF VIOLENCE(Domestic violence, Honor killings, Witchcraft accusations and 
related murders)

❖ FODDER POINTS VAW IN INDIA

❖ REASONS FOR RISE IN CRIME VIOLENCE

❖ Global Initiatives:
❖ Indian Initiatives:

❖ Existing Condition of Crimes

❖ FODDER POINTS

❖ WAY FORWARD
❖ CONCLUSION

https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-international-institution/united-nations-1
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Recently, the National Commission for Women (NCW) informed that there
was a rise of 46% in complaints of crimes against women in the first eight
months of 2021 over the corresponding period of last year.

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/rise-in-violence-against-women


•In October 2020, the Supreme Court said that crimes against women 
continued in a never-ending cycle in India.

https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-national-institutions/supreme-court-of-india
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/sc-on-crimes-and-violence-against-women
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Violence against Women:

About:
• The United Nations defines violence against 

women as "any act of gender-based violence that 
results in, or is likely to result in, physical, sexual, 
or mental harm or suffering to women, including 
threats of such acts, coercion or arbitrary 
deprivation of liberty, whether occurring in public 
or in private life.“

• Violence against women is a social, economic, 
developmental, legal, educational, human right, 
and health (physical and mental) issue.

https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-international-institution/united-nations-1
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• Since the outbreak of Covid-19, emerging data and reports from those 
on the front lines, have shown that all types of violence against women 
and girls, particularly domestic violence, has intensified.

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/comprehensive-action-plan-for-covid-19
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FODDER POINTS VAW IN INDIA

✓ The National Family Health Survey (NFHS-4) suggests that 30 percent 
women in India in the age group of 15-49 have experienced physical 
violence since the age of 15.

✓ The report further reveals that 6 percent women in the same age group 
have experienced sexual violence at least once in their lifetime.

✓ About 31 percent of married women have experienced physical, sexual or 
emotional violence by their spouses.
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✓ Violence/Crime against women is increasing every year. According 
to NCRB report, it has reached a peak in 2018. Close to 3.78 lakh cases 
of crimes against women were recorded in 2018, the highest since 
gender-wise classifications were initiated in 1992 by the NCRB.

✓ As per World Health Organization (WHO)findings about 1 in 3 (35%) 
women worldwide have experienced either physical or sexual intimate 
partner violence or non-partner sexual violence in their lifetime.

✓ Violence against women – particularly intimate partner violence and 
sexual violence– is a major public health problem and a violation of 
women’s human rights.
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FORMS OF VIOLENCE
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They start with the practice of 

sex-selective abortion and infanticide, and continue through 
adolescent and adult life 

with high levels of female infant mortality, child marriage, teenage 
pregnancy, lesser wages for women, unsafe workplaces, domestic 
violence, maternal mortality, sexual assault and neglect of elderly 
women.
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•Domestic violence

• Domestic violence is abuse by one partner 
against another in an intimate relationship 
such as dating, marriage, cohabitation or a 
familial relationship.

• It can be physical, emotional, verbal, 
economic and sexual abuse as well as subtle, 
coercive or violent.
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•Killings

• Female infanticide and sex-selective abortion
• Female infanticide is the elected killing of a newborn 

female child or the termination of a female fetus through 
sex-selective abortion.

• In India, there is incentive to have a son, because they offer 
security to the family in old age and are able to conduct 
rituals for deceased parents and ancestors.

• In contrast, daughters are considered to be a social and 
economic burden

• Dowry deaths
• A dowry death is the murder or suicide of a married 

woman caused by a dispute over her dowry.
• In some cases, husbands and in-laws will attempt to extort 

a greater dowry through continuous harassment and 
torture which sometimes results in the wife committing 
suicide.
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• Honor killings

• An honor killing is a murder of a family 
member who has been considered to have 
brought dishonour and shame upon the 
family.

• Examples of reasons for honor killings 
include the refusal to enter an arranged 
marriage, committing adultery, choosing a 
partner that the family disapproves of, and 
becoming a victim of rape.

• Village caste councils or khap panchayats in 
certain regions of India regularly pass death 
sentences for persons who do not follow 
their diktats on caste or gotra.
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• Witchcraft accusations and related 
murders

• Witchcraft is the practice of what 
the practitioner believes to be 
magical skills and abilities, and 
activities such as spells, 
incantations, and magical rituals.

• Murders of women accused of 
witchcraft still occur in 
India. Poor women, widows, and 
women from lower castes are 
most at risk of such killings.
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•Sexual Abuse/ Molestation/ Rape

• Rape is one of the most common crimes in 
India.

• According to the National Crime Records 
Bureau, one woman is raped every 20 
minutes in India.
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•Marital Crimes

• Marital rape
• In India, marital rape is not a criminal 

offense.
• India is one of fifty countries that have 

not yet outlawed marital rape.

• Forced Marriage

• Girls are vulnerable to being forced into 
marriage at young ages, suffering from a 
double vulnerability: both for being a 
child and for being female.

• Child brides often do not understand the 
meaning and responsibilities of marriage.
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•Harassment
• Harassment at the workplace

• The #MeToo movement is aimed at demonstrating 
how many women have survived sexual assault and 
harassment, especially in the workplace.

• Scores of women, many journalists, came out with 
accounts of sexual harassment at workplace, mostly 
comprising of indecent remarks, unwanted touches, 
demands for sex, and the dissemination of 
pornography.

• Online abuse

• As internet becomes an increasingly important part 
of human existence to make their voices heard, a 
woman’s inability to feel safe online is an 
impediment to her freedom.

• Women are regularly subject to online rape threats, 
online harassment, cyber-stalking, blackmail, 
trolling, slut-shaming and more.
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REASONS FOR RISE IN CRIME VIOLENCE
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•Access to resources and systems of support

• Low socio economic status, poverty, and unemployment

• Lack of social connections

• Alcohol and substance abuse

• Separation and other situational factors
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•No fear of law:

Various laws like Sexual harassment at 
workplace, Vishakha guidelines are in place.

Unfortunately, these laws have failed to protect women 
and punish the culprits. 

Even law has a lot of loopholes. 

For example, under Sexual harassment at workplace act, 
the law states that there has to be an annual report that 
needs to be filed by companies, but there is no clarity 
with the format or filing procedure.
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•Lack of accountability and conviction:

•Lack of accountability of the law and order institutions and lack of conviction 
of culprit lead to increase in crimes against women. 

•A lack of centralised mechanism to collect data on women harassment, 
makes it difficult to analyse patterns on harassment that women face leading 
to poor law implementation.
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•Patriarchy:

•Despite the increased education levels and various 
government efforts like Beto Bachao Beti Padao, 
women status has not improved much. 

•People are not shedding their patriarchal mind-set. 
Honour killing, domestic violence are on rise due to 
increasing women’s voices that is challenging 
patriarchal mind-set.
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•Police failure:

•Indifferent attitude of Police leads people to take law in their own 
hands. 

•Police delays and inability to catch the criminals lead to more crime 
against women. 

•The state police attitude is not good in implementing laws against 
sexual crime. Many cases of misbehave with women by police have 
been reported.
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•A lack of public safety:

•Women generally aren’t protected outside their homes. 

•Many streets are poorly lit, and there’s lack of women’s toilets. 
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•A sluggish judicial system: India’s court system is painfully slow, because 
of a shortage of judges. 

•The country has about 15 judges for every 1 million people. 

•This leads to delay in justice. 

•The Indian justice system has failed to investigate, prosecute, and punish 
the perpetrators and failed to provide effective redressal for victims.
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Global Initiatives:
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• The Spotlight Initiative: The European Union (EU) and the United 
Nations (UN) have embarked on a new, global, multi-year initiative 
focused on eliminating all forms of Violence Against Women and Girls 
(VAWG).

https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-international-institution/european-union
https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-international-institution/united-nations-1
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• International Day for the Elimination of Violence against 
Women-25th November.

• UN Women is the United Nations entity dedicated to gender 
equality and the empowerment of women.

https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-international-institution/united-nations-1
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Indian Initiatives:
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• Constitutional Safeguards:

• Fundamental Rights:

• It guarantees all Indians the right to equality (Article 14), no 
discrimination by the State on the basis of gender (Article 
15(1)) and special provisions to be made by the State in favour
of women (Article 15(3)).

• Fundamental Duties:

• It ensures that practices derogatory to the dignity of women are 
prohibited under Article 51 (A).

https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/Paper2/fundamental-rights-part-1
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/fundamental-duties
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• Legislative Framework:

• Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005
• The Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961
• The Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace 

(Prevention, Prohibition, and Redressal) Act, 2013
• The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences 

(POCSO), 2012

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/change-in-the-provision-of-the-domestic-violence-act
https://www.drishtiias.com/current-affairs-news-analysis-editorials/news-editorials/05-12-2019#:~:text=The%20Dowry%20Prohibition%20Act%2C%201961,at%20their%20place%20of%20work.
https://www.drishtiias.com/be-mains-ready-daily-answer-writing-practice-question/papers/2020/bmr-be-mains-ready-safety-of-women-implications-some-major-legal-initiatives-taken#:~:text=The%20Sexual%20Harassment%20of%20Women,it%20in%20public%20or%20private.
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/section-29-of-the-pocso-act
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Existing Condition of Crimes
•Even though the SC verdict in Lalitha Kumari Case is clear that FIR in 
cases of cognizable offence must be registered. In many cases, FIRs 
are not even filed, for the reasons:

• To show the minimised statistics of crime in the records.

• More number of FIRs simply indicate the inability of police to curb 
crimes.
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The Lalitha Kumari case:
•Lalita Kumari was a minor girl who was kidnapped, following which 
her father, Bhola Kamat, filed a habeas corpus petition in the Supreme 
Court.
•He alleged that even though he had submitted a written report to the 
officer-in-charge of the police station concerned, no action was taken. 
An FIR was filed only after the matter reached the superintendent of 
police.
•A 5-judged bench was referred for the final judgement which was 
declared as “The police officer cannot avoid his duty of registering 
offence if cognisable offence is disclosed. Action must be taken 
against erring officers who do not register the FIR if information 
received by him discloses a cognisable offence”

FODDER POINTS
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WAY FORWARD
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•Violence against women continues to be an obstacle to achieving 
equality, development, peace as well as to the fulfillment of women and 
girls’ human rights.

•All in all, the promise of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) - to 
leave no one behind - cannot be fulfilled without putting an end to 
violence against women and girls.

•Crime against women cannot be resolved in the court of law alone. A 
holistic approach & changing the entire ecosystem is what is required.

•All the stakeholders need to get their act together, including Law 
makers, police officers, forensic dept, prosecutors, judiciary, medical & 
health dept, NGOs, rehabilitation centers.

https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/paper3/sustainable-development-3
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•Prevention instead of punishment: More focus should be stressed upon 
how to prevent these heinous crimes. Conversations on this issue need 
to happen not just after commission of such heinous crimes but even 
without them, so that these very crimes can be prevented.

•Encouraging the police: Incentivising and rewarding the good cops for 
performing their duties responsibly, ensuring justice to the victims & the 
ones that do not do their duty should be shamed & punished under IPC 
section 166a.
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•Lesser but fairly implemented Laws: It is better to have fewer laws that are 
implemented faithfully, than to have more laws implemented very loosely.

•Empowering the victim: Victim or likely victim needs to be empowered, 
rape in most cases is a display of power and less about sex/caste/religion.

•Improving the investigative infrastructure: Strengthening the police system 
& it's forensic apparatus. Every district needs to have an easily accessible & 
competent forensic lab.

•Educating children: Teaching children about gender equality and making 
sure they know that women are equal to men & deserve equal respect.
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•Role of parents: Parents need to take the responsibility of their children 
and should learn and teach their children that these crimes don't have 
apologies.

•At practical level: We should focus on steps at practical level to ensure 
that fewer crimes are committed, For eg:

• More patrolling

• More street lights

• Creating safer street culture by ensuring lesser streets are deserted
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Conclusion

A holistic approach & changing the entire ecosystem is what is required

All the stakeholders need to get their act together, including Law makers, 
police officers, forensic dept, prosecutors, judiciary, medical & health dept, 
NGOs, rehabilitation centers.



ABHIPEDIA POWERED  BY  Abhimanu IAS, mail at

info@ abhimanu.com 22

8



Bringing down Oil Import BillsQ.1

Most Important Essay Topics
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“Energy is the life blood of economic stability, and the only way to 
emerge as a true superpower is by attaining energy security through 
policies promoting use of domestic resources and creating an 
ecosystem to accelerate production.” Discuss.



• India is the world's third-largest oil 
consumer at around 5 million barrels a 
day, behind the US and China. The oil 
demand is growing at 3-4% a year in 
the country.

231

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/surge-in-oil-and-natural-gas-prices#:~:text=India%20imports%2085%25%20of%20its,prices%20that%20have%20India%20worried.
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To maintain energy security and to 
fulfill the objective of providing 
energy justice to each of its citizens,

Indian energy companies buy from all 
major oil producers in the world. 

On an average, India has the unique 
distinction of servicing 60 million 
visitors at its petrol pumps every 
single day.
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Now, due to the ongoing Russia-
Ukraine conflict, the U.S. announced 
the banning the import of Russian oil 
which led to the surge in 
international oil prices by a 14-year 
high. 

The surge in oil prices, however, 
does not imply a decline in 
requirements.

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/russia-ukraine-conflict-1
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/surge-in-oil-and-natural-gas-prices#:~:text=India%20imports%2085%25%20of%20its,prices%20that%20have%20India%20worried.


• Therefore, it is important for 
the government to ensure 
access to affordable energy to 
our citizens. 

• Encouraging domestic 
production of oil and 
transitioning to alternate 
sources of energy are two of 
the viable solutions that can be 
taken to overcome this 
problem.

234
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India’s Oil 
Import/Consumption
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What is the Current Scenario?

•India is the world's third-largest oil consumer at around 5 
million barrels a day, behind the US and China. The oil demand 
is growing at 3-4% a year in the country.

• By this estimate, in a decade, India could be consuming 
about 7 million barrels a day.

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/surge-in-oil-and-natural-gas-prices#:~:text=India%20imports%2085%25%20of%20its,prices%20that%20have%20India%20worried.
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•Inferring from the latest data available 
under the Petroleum Planning and 
Analysis Cell (PPAC),

India’s oil import dependence based on 
consumption was 85% in 2019-20, 
which declined marginally to 84.4% in 
2020-21.

• It rose again to 85.6% in 2021-22.
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What Initiatives have been taken to Cut down 
Crude Oil Imports?
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•In March 2015, the Prime 
Minister of India inaugurated 
the ‘Urja Sangam 2015’ —

India’s then biggest global 
hydrocarbon meet aimed at 
shaping India’s energy security.

• All the stakeholders were 
urged to increase the 
domestic production of 
oil and gas to reduce 
import dependence from 
77% to 67% by 2022 and 
further to 50% by 2030.
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• However, an underlying issue with domestic oil 
production is that oil and gas projects —

from exploration to production — have a long 
gestation period.

Besides,

pricing and tax policies are not stable and 

the oil and gas business requires huge capital, 

so investors are often wary of taking risks.
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•The Government of India promotes 
the Ethanol Blending Programme (EBP) with 
the aim of 

reducing the country’s dependence on crude 
oil imports,
cutting carbon emissions and boosting 
farmers’ incomes.

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/ethanol-blending-2:~:text=Ethanol%20Blending%20Programme%20(EBP)%3A,E20)%20to%202025%20from%202030.


What can be Done to Reduce India’s 
Oil Import Dependence?
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•Encouraging Domestic Production: It must be kept in mind that 
India’s demand for oil is only going to go up as we go for 10% GDP 
growth and that India will continue to be an oil economy for many 
more years to come.
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•Alternate Green Sources:

Another way out for India is to expand its basket and focus on green 
energy. 

With the CoP26 commitments in place, the demand for Renewable 
Energy is at an all-time high, which calls for substantial capacity addition.

• The wind sector gained momentum, thanks to private investments 
and government initiatives coupled with regulatory support.

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/green-energy-corridor#:~:text=It%20aims%20at%20synchronizing%20the,installed%20RE%20capacity%20by%202030.
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-news-editorials/cop26-achievements-and-scope
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-news-analysis/india-s-achievements-of-renewable-energy-target
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How Focussing on Energy Generation from Wind 
can be Helpful in this Context?

More recently, the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE) 
set a target of installing 5 GW of offshore capacity by 2022 and 30 
GW by 2030.
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•While both solar and wind are susceptible to intra-day and 
seasonal variability, 

from a technological and resource perspective as well as from 
the commercial angle,

wind is a better bet in helping India achieve its RE aspirations.
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Conclusion

Despite the initiatives for reducing India’s oil import
dependence, the situation remains dismal. India will need to
work its policy around this reality.

The strategy should be that key energy uses, like for cooking
and transport, shift to other sources like green energy. On
their part, the policymakers have to ensure that all
stakeholders are on board and there is no policy flip-flop.



Chemical Weapons and 
Biological Weapons Warfare
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❖Why in news
❖What are Chemical Weapons?
❖Types of Chemical Agents
❖Related Initiatives:  India’s:
❖Global:
❖What is the Chemical Weapons Convention?
❖What is a Biological Weapon?
❖What is the Deadliest Biological weapon?
❖Related Initiatives:
❖What is the Biological Weapons Convention?
❖Convention Prohibits

Points to be covered
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Recently, the US said that Russia could be planning a chemical
or biological weapon attack in Ukraine.

•Earlier, Russian claimed that the US had chemical and 
biological weapons labs in Ukraine, which was denied by the 
US.
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What are Chemical Weapons?

•About:

• A Chemical Weapon is a chemical used to cause intentional death or 
harm through its toxic properties.

• Devices and other equipment specifically designed to weaponize 
toxic chemicals also fall under the definition of chemical weapons.



Types of Chemical Agents
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Riot Control Agents

Riot control agents are intended to temporarily 
incapacitate a person by causing irritation to 
the eyes, mouth, throat, lungs, and skin.

Riot control agents, such as tear gas, are 
considered CWs if used as a method of 
warfare.

States can legitimately possess riot control 
agents and use them for domestic law 
enforcement purposes, but states that are 
members of the CWC must declare what type 
of riot agents they possess.

Examples: Tear Gas and Pepper Spray.
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•Blood Agents

• These agents mainly inhibit the
ability of cells to use oxygen,
effectively causing the body to
suffocate.

• Some blood agents may also
affect the ability of blood cells to
transfer oxygen.

• Blood agents are distributed via
the blood and generally enter the
body through inhalation.

• Examples: Hydrogen cyanide,
Cyanogen chloride and Arsine.
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Related Initiatives:  India’s:
• The Chemical Weapons Convention Act, 2000 was passed to 

implement the Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC).

• It provided for the establishment of a National Authority for 
Chemical Weapons Convention or NACWC. 

• This institution, formed in 2005, is the chief liaison between the 
government of India and the Organization for the Prohibition of 
Chemical Weapons (OPCW).
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•Global:

• Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions (Hazardous 
Chemicals and Wastes):

• The Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions 
are multilateral environmental agreements, which share the 
common objective of protecting human health and the 
environment from hazardous chemicals and wastes.

• The Australia Group (AG) is an informal forum of countries 
which, through the harmonisation of export controls, seeks to 
ensure that exports do not contribute to the development of 
chemical or biological weapons.
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What is the Chemical Weapons Convention?
•About:

• It is a multilateral treaty banning chemical weapons and requiring their destruction 
within the stipulated time.

• Negotiations for the CWC began in 1980 at the United Nations Conference on 
Disarmament.

• The convention was drafted in September 1992 and opened for signature in January 
1993. It became effective from April 1997.

• It makes it mandatory to destroy old and abandoned chemical weapons.
• Members should also declare the riot-control agents (sometimes referred to as ‘tear 

gas’) in possession of them.

• Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons is an international 
organization established by the CWC in 1997 to implement and enforce the terms of 
the CWC.

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/pledge-to-stop-nuclear-proliferation-permanent-five-of-unsc
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/chemical-weapons-convention
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•Members:
• It has 192 state parties and 165 signatories.
• India is a signatory of the convention.

•Convention Prohibits:
• The development, production, acquisition, 

stockpiling, or retention of chemical weapons.
• Transferring of chemical weapons.
• Using chemical weapons.
• Assisting other States to indulge in activities that are 

prohibited by the CWC.
• Using riot-control devices as ‘warfare methods’.
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What is a Biological Weapon?
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•About:

• Biological weapons use microbiological agents (such as 
bacteria, viruses or fungi) or toxins to intentionally cause 
death or harm to humans, animals, or plants.

•About:

• Biological weapons use microbiological agents (such as 
bacteria, viruses or fungi) or toxins to intentionally cause 
death or harm to humans, animals, or plants.
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What is the Deadliest Biological weapon?
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Anthrax

Anthrax was caused by bacteria named Bacillus Anthracis.

It is one of the deadliest agents to be used as a biological weapon.

It has been used with food, water, spray, powders. It is completely
tasteless and odourless.
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Botulinum Toxin

It is caused by naturally found bacteria named Clostridium
Botulinum.

It can be used by contaminating food and water.

It was known to be used by Japan on Prisoners of War (POW)
during the occupation of Manchuria.
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Aflatoxin

Iraq had produced and deployed different weapons armed with
Aflatoxin.

It was noted by the United Nations Special Commission
(UNSCOM) in 1995.

However, it was destroyed during the Gulf War.
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•Related Initiatives:

• The 1950 Geneva Protocol banned the use of biological weapons in 
war.

• India ratified the Geneva Convention in 1950.

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-news-analysis/geneva-conventions
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What is the Biological Weapons Convention?

•About:

• It is a key element in the international community’s efforts to 
address Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD) proliferation and 
it has established a strong norm against biological weapons.

• WMD is a weapon with the capacity to inflict death and 
destruction on such a massive scale and so indiscriminately 
that its very presence in the hands of a hostile power can be 
considered a grievous threat.
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• Formally known as “The Convention on the Prohibition of the 
Development, Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriological 
(Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on their Destruction”, the 
Convention was negotiated by the Conference of the Committee 
on Disarmament in Geneva, Switzerland.

• It opened for signature on 10th April 1972 and entered into force 
on 26th March 1975.

• Members:183 States Parties and 4 Signatory States.
• India is a signatory of the convention
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•Convention Prohibits:

• It effectively prohibits the development, production, acquisition, 
transfer, stockpiling and use of biological and toxin weapons.

• It was the first multilateral disarmament treaty banning an entire 
category of Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD).
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Impacts of Chemical and Biological Weapons, 

Initiatives related to Chemical and Biological Weapons


