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A class 10 student, P Pradhiksha (16), died by suicide in her 
house in Coimbatore allegedly after her parents scolded her for 
not concentrating on studies. A case was filed. (To overcome 
suicidal thoughts, contact health department’s helpline 104)
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Metro Water 
temporary staff 
continue stir
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Chennai

TEMPORARY employees of  the 
Chennai Metro Water continued 
their protest for a fifth consecu-
tive day on Friday. The protest-
ers alleged that the contractors 
threatened to fire them if  they 
refused to call off  the strike and 
returned to work.

“For a task they usually pay 
`600 for, the contractors are now 
offering double the amount due 
to shortage of  workers, but when 
we did not take the offer they 
threatened to fire us. But, we are 
not budging till our demand is 
met,” said one of  the protesters. 
The workers also complained 
they have not received April 
month’s salary. “The Metro Wa-
ter board has been claiming that 
temporary employees are treat-
ed well, but we haven’t received 
our April salaries,” said San-
t h o s h  N a t h a n ,  a n o t h e r 
employee. 

“We cannot initiate action un-
til we receive a signed memoran-
dum from the temporary em-
ployees,” said an official from 
the Metro Water.

No water supply on Monday
Chennai: Owing to inter-connection 
work at the Madhavaram Milk 
Colony to facilitate construction of 
Madhavaram underground metro 
station, there will be no piped 
water supply in the adjoining areas 
from 8 am on Monday till 4 am on 
Tuesday. The areas include 
Vinayagapuram, 
Ponniammanmedu, Kodungaiyur, 
Erukkanchery, Perambur(partly), 
Vyasarpadi, Patel Nagar, Old and 
New Washermanpet and 
Korukkupet and Pulianthope 
(partly). For queries, contact 
No.8144930903/04/06. ENS

E X P R E S S  R E A D

‘Tomato price to 
rise further with 
next harvest’
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1 

“The fruit is only grown in a few 
areas like Rayakottai, Hosur, 
Krishnagiri and Thalavadi in 
Erode. As a result TN largely de-
pends on supplies from Andhra 
and Karnataka in summer. The 
prices will only increase once 
standing crops are harvested,” 
said Subramanian. 

The State government offered 
the fruit for sale through the 
Pannai Pasumai shops from No-
vember 27 to December 30 in 2021 
when the retail price hit ̀ 150 per 
kg. At the time, around 150 
tonnes of  tomatoes and 1,110 of  
other vegetables were procured 
for ̀ 4 crore and sold through the 
farm fresh vegetable shops. 

In a good season, farmers can 
harvest tomatoes up to 90 days.

Tender graft: Furnish inquiry report’s 
copy to Velumani, SC tells Madras HC 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ New Delhi 

THE Supreme Court on Friday 
directed the Madras High Court 
to supply a copy of  report of  pre-
liminary enquiry conducted 
against S P Velumani over al-
leged corruption in awarding of  
tenders in corporations during 
his tenure as Tamil Nadu minis-
ter for municipal administration, 
and asked the HC to dispose of  
the cases on merit, uninfluenced 
by any observation made by it. 

“In our considered opinion, the 
HC has committed a patent error. 
Without considering the material 
before it, and by merely relying 
on the submissions made by the 
State, the HC has made sweeping 
observations which are prejudi-
cial to the appellant,” the court 

said.
“It was the HC which had or-

dered that a preliminary inquiry 
be conducted and a report be sub-
mitted by the special investigat-
ing officer. However, once the in-
quiry was completed, the HC 
failed to even peruse the report. 
Rather, the HC left the decision 
completely in the hands of  the 

State government. Such an ap-
proach cannot be countenanced 
in law. When the State changed 
its stand, the HC neither provid-
ed the appellant an opportunity 
to defend himself, nor sought a 
reasoned justification from the 
State for having turned turtle,” 
the apex court said. 

According to Velumani’s plea, 
a a PIL was filed before the Ma-
dras High Court in 2018 for a di-
rection that an FIR be lodged and 
an investigation be conducted re-
lating to tenders awarded by mu-
nicipal corporations.  It was al-
leged that Velumani had misused 
his powers and the tenders were 
awarded to his close aides. The 
HC had directed an enquiry, 
though there was no offence 
made against him, he said. 

‘Give 3-day prior notice to 
Karti ahead of arrest’ 

New Delhi: A Delhi court on Friday 
directed the CBI to give a 3-day 

prior notice to Congress MP Karti 
Chidambaram if it required 

arresting him in connection with a 
visa scam case. Judge M K Nagpal 
passed orders while dismissing his 

bail plea as withdrawn.

Rear Admiral Raman is Flag Officer Commanding
Chennai: Rear Admiral S Venkat Raman on 
Friday assumed charge as the Flag Officer 
Commanding, TN and Puducherry Naval Area 
(FOTNA). He took the charge from Rear Admiral 
Puneet Chadha in a ceremonial parade held at 
INS Adyar Parade Ground on Friday. Rear 
Admiral Chadha, who took over as the FOTNA 
on June 30, 2020, will be proceeding to New 
Delhi to assume the charge as the Additional 

Director General of NCC. Rear Admiral Raman is an alumni of the NDA, 
Khadakwasla, Defence Services Staff College, Wellington. ENS

Sterlite spends `8 to 12 
crore a year towards CSR
Chennai: It has been nearly four 
years since Sterlite Copper was 
shut down in Thoothkudi, but the 
company is spending `10 to `12 
crore annually towards various 
corporate social responsibility 
(CSR) activities, said A Sumathi, 
chief operating officer, Sterlite 
Copper. She said the company has 
offered `20 lakh to seven of the 13 
people killed in the firing. To a 
query on why all 13 were not given 
ex gratia, she said four of the 
families are well off while two of 
the victims belonged to Makkal 
Adhikaram, a group involved in the 
protests. Sumathi said Sterlite 
Copper has identified eight areas 
for CSR activities. This includes 
education, health child care, 
women empowerment. “We are 
also generating awareness among 
the people of what is myth and 
what is real,” she said. ENS

Hatchery-bred shrimp 
variety launched 
Chennai: State Fisheries, 
Fishermen Welfare and Animal 
Husbandry Minister, Anitha R 
Radhakrishnan on Friday launched 
hatchery-bred ornamental shrimps 
variety, which will be marketed by 
Chennai-based VGP Marine 
Kingdom. National Bureau of Fish 
Genetic Resources (NBFGR) 
developed technology of breeding 
Thor Hainanensis, a marine shrimp 
species, in captive environment. 
NBFGR’s scientists found the 
shrimp variety in Lakshadweep in 
2019 and then trained a local SHG 
to breed them in hatchery and 
signed an MoU with VGP Marine 
Kingdom. The minister highlighted 
government measures taken for 
development of fisheries sector.  
NBFGR director Kuldeep Kumar Lal 
said it is first of its kind successful 
breeding of Thor Hainanensis 
shrimp variety in captivity. ENS

Sand mining: Anticipatory bail denied to dy tahsildar
Madurai: The Madurai Bench of Madras HC on Wednesday denied 
anticipatory bail to a deputy tahsildar and another person in the 
Kallidaikurichi illegal sand mining case. The prosecution said, Manuvel 
George was granted a stockyard license in 2019 to store mines and 
mineral. It was found a sand was smuggled by George from 280 acres 
with forged documents. Several people, including Kerala Bishop Samuel 
Mar Irenios were booked. Deputy tahsildar Senthilvel, booked in the case, 
recently sought anticipatory bail. Opposing the plea, the Additional 
Public Prosecutor, appearing for the State, contended Senthilvel, 
colluding with other accused, used his influence to create forged 
documents for getting M-sand stockyard license in favour of George. ENS
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                         / Advt.No. 01-A/IMSc/2022  / May 19, 2022.
NBHM invites applications exclusively online for its Doctoral 
Scholarship Written Test to be held on Saturday, 18 June 2022. 
The test scores are also used by several institutions to screen 
candidates for admission to their PhD and Integrated PhD 
programmes. For details, visit https://www.imsc.res.in~nbhm/
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Invitation for proposals / applications under 
HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT SCHEME

The Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE) 
invites applications / proposals from educational, 
research institutions / training institutions / universities, 
researchers, reputed NGOs etc. who intend to avail 
central financial assistance under the following 
components of the Human Resource Development 
scheme:
i. Short term trainings in renewable energy
ii.  Fellowships for higher studies and research in 

renewable energy
a.  National Renewable Energy Fellowship 

programme
b.  National Renewable Energy Science Fellowship 

programme
iii. National Renewable Energy Internship Programme
iv.  Enhancement of Renewable Energy education and 

training infrastructure - Support to educational 
institutions for Laboratory upgradation for RE 
education.

v. Renewable energy Chair.
2.  The detailed information, guidelines and application 

format regarding each of the above components 
including the eligibility criteria may be obtained 
from “Administrative Approval for continuation 
of the Human Resoure Development Programme 
in New and Renewable Energy for the 
period of FY 2021-22 to 2025-26” available at  
https://mnre.gov.in/img/documents/uploads/file 
f-1639050739540.pdf link.

3.  Interested Institutes / organisations / researchers 
may submit application by 20th June, 2022 in 
online mode for the components at para1 S.no (i), 
(ii) and (iii) at https://hrd.mnre.gov.in. Applications 
/ proposals for components at S.no (iv) and (v) may 
be submitted in offline mode to Dr. Vasanta V. 
Thakur, Scientist ‘E’ (HRD), Ministry of New and 
Renewable Energy, Block No. 14, Lodhi Road, 
New Delhi-110003 in a sealed cover superscripting 
the name of the component.
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