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Arya Dhar Gupta, 13, Gurugram, India 

My country lives with the shame of having 14 of the 15 most polluted cities in the world. 
How can I not host the strike in Gurugram, labelled the city with the worst air quality in 
the world in a recent report? I am 13 years old and I have seen things get really bad, really 
quickly over the past five years. My school forces us to wear face masks and regularly calls 
off our sports activities and playtime due to air pollution. My parents don’t allow me to 
play outside on most days, for my safety. While I am asthmatic, two years ago, I had a 
near-death experience from an asthma attack. I don’t want to live in a mask for the rest of 
my life. I don’t want to have a family or children in a place where I have to constantly 
worry about my health and the health of my loved ones. The writing is on the wall and the 
time to act is now. 

“I don’t want to have a family or children  
in a place where I have to constantly worry  
about my health and the health of my loved ones.”



Harshini Dhara, 15, Hyderabad, India 

For as long as I can remember, I have heard climate change talked about at home. The 
phenomenon scares me and leaves my future uncertain. Many of our country’s rivers 
are snow-fed. Due to the melting of glaciers, the rivers of northern India will initially 
carry flood waters, but as their source of water continuously depletes, they will carry 
less water, and shortages may lead to conflict between people. 

On a personal level, there were no rains on our farm last year so we couldn’t cultivate 
any crops. A few things can be done by children of my age to hopefully secure our 
future. We can encourage the planting of more trees and use public transport as far as 
possible to reduce our emissions. I feel that a subject so serious should be introduced to 
children at school, and teachers and children should openly talk about it – and the 
adverse effects of climate change should be shown to children by taking them on field 
trips. 

“I feel that a subject so serious should be 
introduced to children at school, and 

teachers and children should openly talk 
about it – and the adverse effects of 
climate change should be shown to 

children by taking them on field trips.” 



Vidit Baya, 17, Udaipur, India 

In the winter of 2018 I went to march on the streets of Melbourne with a group of amazing, diverse 
people of all ages to urge the Australian government to take action against climate change. When I 

came back to India, I started an organisation called No Borders and wrote an article regarding climate 
change here in India that was quite popular among my schoolmates and teachers.  

Today, young people from all over India will strike for a sustainable future. We will tell our politicians 
that our lives are more important than the economy. You talk about jobs and better living conditions 

when you yourself are not ready to change for a sustainable future. We want global leaders to declare a 
climate emergency. If we don’t act today, then we will have no tomorrow. Adults have given us an ailing 

planet – and it is now up to us to understand that, and to turn the ailing planet into heaven again. 

“We want global leaders to declare a climate emergency. If we don’t 
act today, then we will have no tomorrow. Adults have given us an 

ailing planet – and it is now up to us to understand that, and to turn 
the ailing planet into heaven again.” 











• Engagement of the arts in climate change 
transformations has increased in recent years, 
especially within the narrative, visual and 
performing arts. 

• The arts are increasingly going further than 
raising climate awareness and now often 
contribute to knowledge co-creation across 
disciplines. 

• However, the role of arts in bringing about deep 
changes of minds and behaviours has so far been 
understated in UN climate panel reports. 

Stockholm Resilience Centre
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‘Four Cubes to Contemplate the Environment’ 
by Tadao Ando 





Botanical Illustrations by Nirupa Rao





Zoological Illustrations by Sangeetha Kadur



Zoological Illustrations by Sangeetha Kadur



Zoological Illustrations by Sangeetha Kadur



Land Art by Andy Goldsworthy



Con-struction I and Con-struction II  
by Arun Kumar HG, Kochi Biennale 2019  



‘Wave’ by Parvathi Nayar, Alliance Francais, Chennai



The Great Wave off Kanagawa, 1829, Katsushika Hokusai





‘Invite/Refuse’ by Parvathi Nayar  
as part of the DAMned Art 

Festival, Chennai



“In a sense, everyone in Chennai is 
part of the installation for it has 
been created out of garbage I 

collected with volunteers from the 
mouth of the Adyar River. 


It is a reminder via its content of 
how we degrade the waters that 

sustain us.”



Anais Beaulieu  
with her Embroidery series



Paper recycling with local kabadiwalla









Upcycled Installation at Arsha Vidya Mandir, Chennai





Ocean Installation at Nirmal Bhartia School, Dwarka
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Local Clean up drives bring about awareness  
about commonly generated waste



Local Clean up drives bring about awareness  
about commonly generated waste



Use of Alternative Natural Materials





“You must realise, that fear is not real. 
It is a product of thoughts you create. 
Danger is very real, but fear is a choice.” 

After Earth 
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