
Power of Collective Creativity 

Exquisite corpse
"poetry must be made by all and not by one.“ 

-Lautréamont



 
 

The exquisite corpse will drink the young 
wine  



Consequences (Automatic writing)

• Players take turns writing sentences or phrases 

• The game is traditionally played by writing the words on paper and folding the 
paper to hide the previous words before passing it to the next player. 

• The name “Exquisite Corpse” comes from a line of Poetry created using this 
technique: “The exquisite Corpse will drink the young wine.”



  Sigmund Freud 

• Men like Sigmund Freud explored the subconscious thoughts 
of their patients, encouraging them to make free 
associations;  

• This freedom of thought and expression gave way to a new 
artistic movement called surrealism.  

• The natural progression of the school of thought, spread from 
literature to the arts.



From Consequence to 
Corpse



Andre Breton

• French writer, poet and co-founders of 
the surrealist movement 

• He released the “Surrealist Manifesto” 
in 1925



It happened one 
evening



The Birth of the Corpse

•Breton and his compatriots swapped words for 
drawings, dubbing the new game 

•Surrealists immediately took to the collaborative 
game.  

•Exquisite Corpse hinged on free play, 
unpredictability, and collaboration



Let's play: The 
Exquisite Corpse



The 
Exquisite 
Corpse: 
Instructions

Fold your paper into 
four equal parts.

Fold in onto itself 
so that you only 
see the top part.



The Exquisite 
Corpse: Instructions

First person: Draw a 
detailed head and 
neck. Draw your 
guideline marks, fold 
the paper behind so 
that no one else can 
see.



The Exquisite 
Corpse: Instructions

Second person, 
draw a detailed 
shoulder and torso.



The Exquisite 
Corpse: 

Instructions
Third person, draw a 

detailed waist and upper 
thighs



The 
Exquisite 
Corpse: 

Instructions

Fourth person draw a detailed knees 
to feet.





Mix it up!



Surrealist 1
Draw the head and the neck 
Surrealist 2,3 & 4 take turns writing sentences



Surrealist 2
Draw a detailed shoulder and torso 
Surrealist 1,3 & 4 take turns writing sentences



Surrealist 3
Draw waist & thighs in detail 
Surrealist 1,2 & 4 take turns writing sentences



Surrealist 4
Draw detailed knees and feet. 
Surrealist 1,2 & 3 take turns writing sentences



 Face Off!!!
Unfold to bring the Corpse to life



 
 Unexpected nature 

of Collaboration 

Man Ray

Andre Breton, Wifredo Lam & 
Jacques Harold, 1940

Andrè_breton, Marcel 
Duchamp, Max Morise, 
Yves Tanguy

Mason,Erns
t & Morise



 Unexpected nature 
of Collaboration Man Ray

Exquisite corpse Book publication

Mural art based 
on Exquisite 
Corpse



A modern day 
surrealist: Hugo  

Crosthwaithe 



The Real Game 
Changer

Surrealist Techniques to make the Ordinary 
look  

Extraordinary Based on Visual Thinking 
Strategy














