
THE 
LIFEBLOOD 
OF ALL ART



I got the eye of the tiger, a fighter 
Dancing through the fire  
'Cause I am a champion, and you're 
gonna hear me roar 
Louder, louder than a lion  
'Cause I am a champion, and you're 
gonna hear me roar! 
 
 Katy Perry - Roar Lyrics | MetroLyrics 

http://www.metrolyrics.com/roar-lyrics-katy-perry.html#ixzz4XDgqg4zs


!LITERAL 
VERSUS 
METAPHORICAL

▪ LITERALLY A LION IS 

▪  
________________________
__

▪ BUT 
METAPHORICALLY A 
LION REPRESENTS 

▪  _______________



Activity #1: 
draw anger

Visually represent 
anger in some way. 







How do we 
describe anger?

• Blood Boiling 
• Explosive 
• Steam coming out 
of his ears 

• Fiery temper

• Hot-headed 
• Hot-
tempered 

• Volatile 
• Combustible



When I realized that 
the other team was 
cheating, my blood 
began to boil. I started 
feeling as though I was 
going to explode. 



!

LANGUAGE IS METAPHORICAL. 
We understand the world through our senses. So, 
when we try to understand and explain abstract 
ideas, like emotions or concepts, we need to do so 
in a way that allows us to see, smell, hear, touch, 
and taste those abstract ideas.  

The linguist George Lakeoff describes 
metaphors as “physicalized thought.”



!

 
Metaphorical 
or Figurative 
language 
includes: 

▪Metaphors 

▪Similes

▪Symbols, 
symbolism



!

My heart is a lute 
Each chord crying with longing 
and pain 
- Rumi



!

Life  … is a tale told by an idiot 
Full of sound and fury 
Signifying Nothing. 
▪ - From Shakespeare’s Macbeth



!
THE ARTS ARE 
ALSO DRIVEN BY 
METAPHOR 



!

▪ SEE

▪ THINK

▪ WONDER







!

Activity : Making your own metaphors

▪ Can you create a 
metaphor for yourself 
– something that tells 

us about you.

▪ Represent this 
metaphor with both 

words and an image. 
In other words, create 
a visual metaphor and 

a verbal metaphor.



!

Turn and Talk: Linking Language and 
Art

▪ How can we use the central idea of 
metaphors to link the visual arts, 
poetry, language, music, and dance?

▪ Brainstorm strategic ways to take 
what you’ve learned today back to 
your classrooms.



!

Key Take-Aways ▪ Metaphors are about blending 
ideas; representing an abstract 
idea (example time) by using 
something tangible and 
concrete (example watches/
clocks).

▪ Getting students to identify, 
analyze and create metaphors 
is central to all art forms – 
linguistic, visual, musical etc.





!

 
WHAT’S THE IMPLICIT 

METAPHOR?

▪ Your claims are indefensible. 

▪ He attacked every weak point 
in my argument. 

▪ His criticisms were right on 
target. 

▪ I demolished her argument. 

▪ She shot down my argument.



!

What’s the implicit metaphor?

We fall in love.  
Our hearts break. 


