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I.E.A.D.E

• International Encyclopedia of Art and Design 
Education – IEADE – published by Wiley in 2019

• Pedagogy Volume has over 40 contributions 
from around the world



According to the IEADE contributors, art and design 
education should catalyze qualities found in:

• Experience and in Freedom

An art education  zeitgeist for the 
2nd decade of the 21st century 



Art and design pedagogy concept 
groupings 

• Making, Places, and Sites
• Artists, Teachers, and Learners
• Community, Ethics, and Politics
• Concepts, Cognition, and Futures



Making, Places, and Sites

• Concrete experience of tools, materials, 
sensations, perceptions and ideas in making art

• Geographic and political places where art is 
made – e.g. the effect of cultures and traditions

• Specific sites for teaching and learning such as 
classrooms and the home



Artists, Teachers, and Learners

• Teachers and learners as artists
• A/r/tography – artists/researches/teachers
• Learning in and through art both inside and 

outside educational institutions. Art 
education does not necessarily happen in 
schools.



Community, Ethics, and Politics

• Art education as a catalyst for social action 
• Artists and art teachers support the politics of 

the left
• Essential freedoms implicit in making art 

offers routes to emancipation



Concepts, Cognition, and Futures

• Structured, step-by-step approaches to 
controlled progression in teaching and 
learning?

OR

• Fluidity in fluxes of thinking, experiencing and 
creating new ideas?



Should we appeal to the ineffable 
as an argument for teaching and 

learning in art? 

• Art and design in education is “multifaceted, 
complex and contested” (Hickman 2010: 7). 

• “Art and Design education is a “Fuzzy 
concept, fraught with contradiction and 
ambiguity” (Hickman 2010: 10). 



Origins of art and design pedagogy 
expressed  through experience and 

freedom

• John Dewey (1859 – 1952) wrote Art as 
Experience (1934)

• Herbert Read (1893 – 1968) wrote Education 
through Art (1944)



John Dewey

• Start with experience
• Avoid dualistic thinking and 

compartmentalized analyses
• Meaning from aesthetic wholes



Herbert Read

• Anarchism
• Freedom
• Liberation from domination by others
• Respect for others as free leads to peace



Talking Points

• First hand experiences can lead to teaching and learning in art 

• Personal freedom can lead teaching and learning in art   –  freedom to choose and individual 

agency and control

• Politics can lead teaching and learning in art, e.g. issue based art – community and collaborative 

art as a political tool

• Skills can lead teaching and learning in art – e.g.  knowing about materials and tools

• Aesthetics can lead teaching and learning in art  (for example inspiration to making beautiful 

objects – creating beautiful experiences)

• Religious belief, ethical positions and philosophical views can lead to teaching and learning in art 

… e.g. peace studies

• You will all be able to add to this list!

Making, Places, and Sites
Artists, Teachers, and Learners
Community, Ethics, and Politics
Concepts, Cognition, and Futures



Concluding with two questions:

• Do you believe it is more important that art offers 
learners freedom to create their own ideas or 
should learners learn skills in specific ways  from 
experts?

• Are values in experience and freedom counter to 
or incompatible with the tradition of experts 
teaching skills  in specific ways to an inexpert 
learners?


